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to be concerned about it too. The idea of
this regime having a nuclear weapon by
which they could blackmail the world is unac-
ceptable to free nations. And that’s why we're
working through the United Nations to send
a clear message that the EU-3 and the
United States, Russia, and China do not ac-
cept their desires to have a nuclear weapon.

There is a better way forward for the Ira-
nian people. And if they would like to be
at the table discussing this issue with the
United States, I have made it abundantly
clear how they can do so, and that is
verifiably suspend the enrichment program.
And then we’ll be happy to have a dialog
with them.

But as far as Iraq goes, the Iraqi Govern-
ment is a sovereign government that is capa-
ble of handling its own foreign policies and
is in the process of doing so. And they have
made it abundantly clear, and I agree with
them, that the Iranians and the Syrians
should help, not destabilize this young de-
mocracy.

Thank you.

President Ilves. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11 a.m. at the National Bank of Estonia. In his
remarks, he referred to President Vladimir Putin
of Russia; President Mikheil Saakashvili of Geor-
gia; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; Prime
Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert of Israel; and President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian
Authority. President Ilves spoke in Estonian, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Lunch Hosted by
President Toomas Ilves of Estonia in
Tallinn

November 28, 2006

Mr. President, thank you very much, and,
Mr. Prime Minister, thank you as well for
your gracious hospitality. I'm really thrilled
to be here in Estonia. I love being in a coun-
try that values liberty and freedom. I appre-
ciate being in a country that understands
there are duties and obligations beyond her
border to help others realize the benefits of
liberty and freedom. I'm very proud of your
military, and I'm pleased to be in the pres-
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ence of those who wear the uniform of Esto-
nia. I know our military has great respect for
the Estonian soldiers.

I am amazed to be in a country that has
been able to effect a flat tax in such a positive
way. I am impressed by the e-governance
that you have here in Estonia.

All in all, this has been a very worthwhile
and exciting visit for me, and I thank you
for your warm hospitality. And I'd like to
raise my glass to the leadership of this impor-
tant country, to our friendship, and most im-
portantly, to the people of Estonia.

NotE: The President spoke at approximately
11:42 a.m. in the Estonian Theater. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Andrus
Ansip of Estonia. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of President Ilves. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Vaira Vike-Freiberga of
Latvia in Riga, Latvia

November 28, 2006

President Vike-Freiberga. Well, ladies
and gentlemen, it’s been a great pleasure to
have the President of the United States here
in Riga for the second time in less than 2
years. And I expressed how delighted we are
to be receiving him and his delegation here
on the occasion of the Riga 2006 summit.

The United States has been our strong
supporter all those years when Latvia was not
free, has been our supporter after we re-
gained our independence, and I'm most
grateful to the United States for the under-
standing and support we got in our direction
and our movement towards NATO. Now that
we are fully members, Latvians certainly
sleep better at night knowing that they are
protected by an alliance that will spare them
the sorts of experiences they had in earlier
years.

But of course I'm delighted to be wel-
coming the President of the United States
as the representative of what still remains as
a shining example of the free world, of the
sort of success one can achieve in a country



